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Thanksgiving Eve, November 25, 2998
When it comes to Thanksgiving Day, I am all in favor of the eating; I am all in favor of the drinking; and I am all in favor of the helpful reminder that the most important thing we can ever say to God is "Thank you" -- thank you for all that we are, and for all that we have, and, above all else, thank you for sending Jesus to die to forgive our sins."
I am not at all in favor of the Pilgrims or the Puritans -- the groups who seem to have grabbed the franchise on the American Thanksgiving Day. They came to North America to escape our church and our bishops and our Prayer Book. If we must turn our thoughts to brave colonizing forefathers, let us not think about the Congregationalists at Plymouth Rock and Salem, let us think instead about the Anglicans at Drake's Bay and Jamestown.
Thanksgiving Day in the church calendar is the logical partner of the Rogation Days. Coming in the spring at the very end of Eastertide, Rogation is a reminder of all the spring planting festivals mankind has ever celebrated.
Those are times when we thank God for the rebirth of nature in spring, and we pray that what we plant in the spring will come up again richly in the fall. Then on Thanksgiving Day we thank God for the fruits of the spring planting in what he provides as a fall harvest.
In Christian terms, the cycle of planting and harvest becomes a metaphor -- a poetic way of talking about death and resurrection. St. Paul calls Jesus "the firstfruits of them that slept." Jesus is the first dead person to rise up out of his grave in a perfected body. His resurrection tells us death did not win, just as crocuses and robins tell us that winter did not win.
If Jesus is the firstfruits of the dead, that implies that there will be more fruits of the dead later on. The more fruits of the dead are everyone else -- including us. Just as Jesus rose from the dead in the spring, we shall rise from the dead later on -- as it were, like a fall harvest, when he comes back.
Rebirth in spring, the Rogation Days, and the resurrection of Jesus lead logically to the fall harvest, Thanksgiving Day, and our own resurrections at the last day.
As our sublime hymn puts it:
All the world is God's own field; 
fruit unto his praise to yield... 
Even so, Lord, quickly come 
To thy final harvest-home; 
Gather thou thy people in, 
Free from sorrow, free from sin; 
There, forever purified, 
In thy presence to abide; 

Come, with all thine angels come, 
Raise the glorious harvest-home. 
The Collect: O Most merciful Father, who hast blessed the labours of the husbandman in the returns ofthe fruits of the earth; We give thee humble and hearty thanks for this thy bounty; beseeching thee to continue thy loving-kindness to us. that our land may still yeild her increase, to thy glory and our comfort; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Epistle: St. James 1: 16 - 25
The Gospel: St. Matthew 6: 25 - 34
