
Lay Reader Sermon Series I

The Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity


psalter:
Psalms 62 & 63
1st lesson:
Amos 8:4-12
2nd lesson:
Matthew 22:34-46
The Son of David
The discussions reported in today's New Testament lesson took place in the temple in Jerusalem, during the last week of the Lord's earthly life. The triumphal entry and the cleansing of the temple had already occurred, and these had been followed by several occasions of teaching and controversy in the outer court of the place of worship. He had just concluded a discussion with the Sadducees on the Resurrection, and then came the question on the "great commandment in the law," which was followed by His question to the Pharisees: "What think ye of Christ? Whose son is he?" Or, as this has been paraphrased, from what line of descent will the Messiah come? They gave the accepted answer, "The son of David."
In the Lord's reply to this. He in effect asked about the first verse of Psalm 110, which he quoted, with an introductory question: "How then doth David in spirit call him Lord, saying, 'The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool?'" And in a concluding question. He asked, "If David then call him Lord, how is he his son?"
The first "Lord" in the verse from Psalm 110 refers to God, and the second to the Messiah. So, as someone has written, "David calls the Messiah Lord. But, if the Messiah is David's son, how could David call his own son Lord?"
There was a strong expectation that the Messiah would be a descendant of David. A blind and dumb man was once brought to Jesus, Who healed him, so that he both saw and spoke. The people who witnessed this miracle asked each other, "Can this be the Son of David?" (Matthew 12:22-23). A blind beggar at Jericho twice addressed Jesus as the Son of David, when he called out to Him for help as He was passing through that city on His last journey to Jerusalem (Mark 10:46-48). Even Gentiles knew this title for the Messiah, for when Christ was in the region of Tyre and Sidon, a woman there addressed Him as "Son of David" when she asked Him to heal her daughter who was "severely possessed by a demon" (Matthew 15:22); and the crowds at the Triumphal Entry had addressed Him with the same title.
But why David? He was a great king, but we also can't help remembering his double sin of adultery and murder against Bathsheba and her husband, Uriah. It doesn't seem fitting that the man guilty of these acts should be the ancestor of the Savior of his people.
But there had been much more to King David than this grave fall from grace. For example, he had been one who asked for God's guidance at every step of his life. On an occasion when a Hebrew town, Keilah, was being attacked by the Philistines, David asked for guidance of the Lord: "Shall I go and attack these Philistines? And the Lord said to David, 'Go and attack the Philistines and save Keilah'" (I Samuel 23:2).
We also see his respect for King Saul as the anointed king of God's people. David was for a time a member of Saul's court, but the latter-s jealousy of David because of his popularity with the people forced him to leave the court, for his own safety, and to live as an outlaw. Saul on more than one occasion pursued David and his men, but David would never make any reprisal for Saul's attempts on his life. He and one of his men, Abishai, went into Saul's camp one night, when, we are told, a deep sleep from the Lord had fallen upon the king and his men. His spear had been stood in the ground next to his head, and Abishai requested permission to kill Saul with his own weapon, and made the grim statement, "I will not strike him twice." But David refused and said, "Do not destroy him; for who can put forth his hand against the Lord's anointed, and be guiltless?" (I Samuel 26:6-9).
When the prophet Nathan confronted David about his sin with Bathsheba and the murder of her husband, he did not try to cover up what he had done or "stonewall," but admitted, "I have sinned against the Lord." When a plague came upon the people and many of them were dying, another prophet, named Gad, told David to build an altar on the threshing floor of Arunah the Jebusite, and to make sacrifices there. When Arunah saw the king coming and learned his purpose, he offered to give him the threshing site, and also the oxen with their yoke for the burnt offering. But David's devotion to God is shown in his reply; "No," he said, "I will buy it . . . I will not offer burnt offerings to the Lord my God which cost me nothing" (II Samuel 24). This spot later became the location of the altar of burnt offerings in Solomon's temple.
David was a deeply religious man, the sweet singer of Israel, so called because of his association with the Psalms. As God put away his sin in their relationship, so did later generations in their remembrance of him.
The second book of Samuel records an astounding promise to David: "Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure for ever before me; your throne shall be established forever" (7:16). This held true for centuries, but in 587 B.C., the last of the kings of his line was carried into captivity in Babylon, and the promise of God seemed to have failed. But faith persisted, and there was a belief that there would be a new king, the Messiah, a descendant of David who would restore the former glories of God's people.
So St. Matthew took pains to show that Jesus was a descendant of David by beginning his account of the Gospel with the Lord's genealogy. If challenged, a Jewish priest had to be able to produce his own genealogy, back to Aaron. At the return from the Exile, in Babylon, some who claimed to be of priestly descent couldn't produce their records, and thus were not allowed to serve. Such records are still important. A group of people in India that claims to be Jewish has been told by rabbinical authorities in Israel that they cannot be recognized as such unless they can document their Jewish ancestry. In the opening of his Gospel, St. Matthew documents the Lord's descent from David, showing us that His credentials as the Messiah were in order.
Christ didn't reject the title of Son of David, but he did refuse to accept some of the expectations associated with it. He refused to take the way of earthly political or military power to do His work as the Messiah. Instead, He came as the prophet Zechariah's peaceful king, "humble and riding on an ass, on a colt the foal of an ass" (Zechariah 9:9). He said to Pilate at His trial, "My kingship is not of this world" (John 18:36).
He is the Son of David, and will occupy his throne, in heaven, and in the hearts of His faithful people. Through him, David's throne is established forever; He will never fail, because He is not only the Son of David; He is also David's Lord – and our Lord. 
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