
Lay Reader Sermon Series II


Quinquagesima


psalter:
Psalms 19 & 23
1st lesson:
Deuteronomy 10:12-15, 17-11:1
2nd lesson:
Luke 18:31-43
The Security of Love
"Jesus, thou son of David, have mercy on me." This was the shout and the prayer of a blind beggar sitting by the road near Jericho, as Christ went by on his way to Jerusalem. Jericho was at the lower end of the Jordan Valley, a few miles north of the Dead Sea. Travelers from Galilee to the Holy City went through this town before beginning the ascent up the mountain to Jerusalem, as Jesus was doing on this occasion.

When the blind man learned Who was going by, he shouted out his prayer for mercy. He refused to be quieted; Jesus stopped when He heard him, and told someone to bring the blind man to Him. Jesus asked him what he wanted, and he replied, "Lord, that I may receive my sight." Jesus granted his request, and the man followed Him as He continued on His way to Jerusalem.
"Son of David" was a title of the Messiah, for He was to be a descendant of King David. It was a title that pointed to kingly status and to a kingdom. It was a hope that rested on a statement such as this to David, "Thine house and thy kingdom shall be established for ever...thy throne shall be established for ever." (2nd Samuel 7:16) But this promise appeared to have failed when the last king of Judah was killed by the Babylonians in 587 B.C.; nor had Jewish independence lasted after it had been restored by the Maccabeans. Where was the security and safety under His rule that God seemed to have promised?
The need for safety and security in this world is a great one, and we make all sorts of provisions for the protection of life, health and property; and when we've taken such steps as building up savings accounts and pensions, taking out insurance of various kinds, and getting good reports from our annual physical examinations, we're tempted to think that all is well and secure.
In our better moments, we know how foolish this conclusion is. The stock market crash of some years ago, when values fell dramatically in one day of trading, was a painful reminder of how quickly financial security can disappear. A phone call or letter can signal the wiping out of a person's savings. The profligate spending habits of ourselves as private citizens, and collectively through our government, have raised questions about the financial strength of the United States. The power of this country on the world scene appears to be waning. On a more personal level, people who have served long and faithfully in government or in private business may find themselves being forced out because they've gotten a little too old, or their job positions suddenly don't exist anymore. Friends may have abandoned us since we've become Anglicans, because we don't belong to a socially acceptable church anymore. And in spite of the wonderful advances that have been made in human safety and health, life is still uncertain and short.
As we think of all these things, perhaps each one of us feels the need to say with the blind beggar, "Jesus, thou son of David, have mercy on me." For the only ultimate security is found in Christ. He was a descendant of King David, and was expected by many to restore the earthly glory of David's rule; but he said of Himself, "My kingdom is not of this world." (John 18:36) In the Lord's Prayer, we pray that God's kingdom come and that His will be done on earth as it is in heaven. For it is only in a kingdom and with a King not of this world, and in doing His will, that we gain a true security and safety. 

It is certainly not in our possessions. Psalm 62 urges us, "If riches increase, set not your heart upon them," (Verse 10); for God, this psalm tells us, is our true strength and salvation (Verse 6). In His short parables of building a tower and of a king going forth to battle, our Lord seems to have counseled prudence. For example, He said, "For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it?" (Luke 14:28).

But he also warned us not to put our trust in worldly things, as in the parable of the foolish rich man. He was a successful farmer who, after a particularly fine growing season and harvest, concluded that he was securely fixed for life, and said to himself, "Thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thing ease, eat, drink, and be merry." That night his soul was required of him, and he suddenly realized that all his worldly wealth counted for nothing in what really mattered at the last. "So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God," was the Lord's somber conclusion (Luke 12:13-21).
He told us to look to where our eternal security lies. "Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth," He said, because they can disappear at any time. Instead, "Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven," for the risks of this world can't touch them; and because "Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also." (Matthew 6:19-21) We should also pay heed to the admonition that Saint Paul wrote to the Colossians, "Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth." (Colossians 3:2) He wrote to the Corinthians that as followers of Christ, we look to the things not seen in this world, "For the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal." (2nd Corinthians 4:18) All of this is well known to us. But we live in a culture which constantly tells us that the pursuit and attainment of happiness lie in the acquisition of more and better things of this world, so we need these forceful reminders of where true happiness resides, that it is found in the kingdom of Jesus, the son of David.
The love which never fails – the Christian charity eloquently described in the Epistle for today, the thirteenth chapter of First Corinthians – that love is a vital and central aspect of the kingship of Christ. "Charity . . . is kind . . . Charity never faileth," declared Saint Paul. Along with faith and hope, it is a quality that abides, and the greatest of these three supreme virtues of the Christian life. 

The kindness and never-failing character of this love are seen in Christ's response to the blind beggar's prayer. Those near him scolded him and tried to shut him up, so that he would not bother them or this important man going by. A Virginia town sometime ago removed the benches from its downtown mall, because the merchants around it believed that the kind of people who sat there kept their more respectable customers away. However, kinder thoughts prevailed, and the benches are back. Our Lord's love was such that He never refused to help someone who needed Him. It was that charity that "never faileth," and that endures through and beyond the world that is passing away.
Jesus, the son of David, rules over an eternal kingdom, the kingdom of His love, and nothing can take it away from us as long as we trust in Him. We all know that the only security in this world is in Christ, the son of David. His kingdom is eternal, and His love for us and for all people never fails.
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