
Lay Reader Sermon Series II


The Third Sunday after Easter

psalter:
Psalms 113 & 124
1st lesson:
1st Samuel 2:1b-10
2nd lesson:
John 16:16-22
Christ, Our Ascended King
As we look at the Gospel lessons for Eastertide, we see that the theme of the Ascension and Kingship of Christ follows closely on that of the Resurrection. It's about three weeks until Ascension Day, but we have these words of our Lord in the New Testament lesson, "I go to the Father." In next week's Gospel we will hear Him say, "Now I go my way to him that sent me." (John 16:5) Part of that going to the Father included the Crucifixion, but He is also referring to His Ascension; as He was in these words which we will hear in the Rogation Sunday Gospel: "I carne forth from the Father, and am come into the world: again, I leave the world, and go to the Father." (John 16:28) In his account of the Resurrectt6n, Saint John reports that  Mary Magdalene saw the risen Lord in the garden where His tomb was located. She recognized Him after he called her by name; and He said to her,  "I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God." (John 20:17).
Saint Luke wrote in the first chapter of Acts that, as the Apostles watched, Jesus "was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight." (Acts 1:9) The preamble of the Collect for the Sunday after Ascension Day sums up the matter, for it is addressed to God "who hast exalted thine only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph unto thy kingdom in heaven."
When people asked the first Christians, "Where is your Savior?" they replied, "At the right hand of God." He was in "the position of highest honor and power," as a theologian has expressed it. The Ascension was the fulfillment of the first verse of Psalm 110, "The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool."

Because of the Ascension, Christ is enthroned in heaven. He ascended into heaven as a king goes up to his throne at his coronation. "Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord?" asked the writer of the Twenty-fourth Psalm. Christ was the One Who was worthy to go to that exalted place. The Psalmist's question was answered in his own words and in the person of the Risen Lord, "Lift up your heads, O ye gates;  and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors;  and the King of glory shall come in." (Verse 7)
The Epistle to the Hebrews says, "When Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the  right hand of God." (Hebrews 10:12, RSV) The book of The Revelation, the last book of the Bible, contains the messages of the risen and reigning Lord to the seven churches of the Roman province of Asia. He concluded His message to the church at Laodicea with this promise: "To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne." (Revelation 3:21)
A student of the scriptures has pointed out that the metaphor of Christ's sitting on His heavenly throne shows "not rest, but triumph;" He "sits because He is the conqueror of death and Satan."
Saint Stephen, the first Christian martyr, at the moment of his death had a vision of heaven in which he saw the Lord. Stephen "looked up steadfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God." (Acts 7:55) Saint John the Divine wrote that in one of his visions, "I saw a Lamb standing as though it had been slain." (Revelation 5:6, RSV). Standing, as one interpreter has explained, shows that Christ is always ready to help His people on earth. He is ruling in heaven, but He is also with His people on earth.
He is the ascended King who rules over His people. He was and is equal with God, but this did not cause Him to refuse to come to earth for our salvation. In fact, wrote Saint Paul, He took upon Himself "the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men." As a man, a member of the human race, He gave His life in obedience to God. He "became obedient unto death, even the death of the Cross." Therefore, because of His obedience and sacrifice, God has restored Him to His former glory through the Resurrection and Ascension, said the Apostle; and in an inspiring passage, he asserted that God bestowed on His obedient Son "a name which is above every name: That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth." That is, Paul said that Jesus will rule in every realm of being there is. He concluded, "And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father." (Philippians 2:6-11)
We stand in love and awe before this King, and worship Him. But these words, and similar teachings in the New Testament about the sovereignty of Christ, are forceful reminders of the missionary task of Christians. He Who is Lord of all people must be made known to them. "All things are delivered unto me of my Father," He had declared well before His Crucifixion (Matthew 11:27). After His Resurrection, He said to the eleven disciples, "All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore and teach all nations." (Matthew 28:18-19)
He promised His abiding presence with them in this work: "Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world." (Matthew 28:20) The King of all mankind will be with His people as they proclaim His universal sovereignty. It is a kingship not yet fully realized in this world, so He has taught us to pray daily to the Father, "Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven."
In ancient Israel, the kings constituted the final court of appeal in judicial cases. King David's neglect of this responsibility gave his son Absalom an opening to win people over to his side as he prepared to rebel against his father's rule. David had neglected to hear appeals, and had deputed no one to perform this function; so when people came to Jerusalem to have their cases heard, Absalom would pretend to be concerned, and say, "Oh that I were judge in the land! Then every man with a suit or cause might come to me, and I would give him justice." (1st Samuel 15: 1-6)
Our risen and ascended Lord is Judge in all the land and in all the world. He will, as he said of Himself, come in glory, and take His seat on His glorious throne to render judgment on all the nations as they are gathered before Him. It is an awe- inspiring picture. But He Who will come in judgment has already come as our Savior; thus, in the words of the Te Deum, we can pray to Him, "Help thy servants, whom thou hast redeemed with thy precious blood. Make them to be numbered with thy Saints, in glory everlasting."
Jesus is our King Who was raised from the dead, and ascended into heaven. He is the ruler over all things, our Savior and our Judge. We turn to Him in love and loyalty as our Savior, and in awe and obedience as our King.
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