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St. Andrew's Day November 30, 1998
The facts the New Testament gives us about St. Andrew are well-known and few in number, and at no point do they mention Scotland. The names of the twelve apostles are divided between Greek ones and Hebrew ones to show the comprehensiveness of Christ's salvation. "Andrew" is the Greek name "Andreas" which means "manly."
St. Andrew was a fisherman and a disciple of St. John the Baptist. He was responsible for bringing his brother Simon Peter to Jesus. He has several spoken lines in the gospels, and then he disappears from the New Testament narrative completely.
The Prayer Book calls attention to the speed with which St. Andrew left his fishing nets to follow Jesus, and prays that like him we "may forthwith give up ourselves obediently to fulfill (God's) holy commandments." Various traditions which have come down to us from the early church have St. Andrew preaching in various places after Pentecost, but, again, none suggests that he got as far as Scotland. He is thought to have evangelized in Scythia and Kiev in the former Soviet Union; later, possibly, in what is now Istanbul; and finally in Patras in the western province of Achaia in Greece.
There, tradition tells us, Andrew was instrumental in the conversion of the wife of the local governor. The governor had Andrew tied to a chi or x-shaped cross--tied rather than nailed so as to prolong his sufferings. From the point of his death on, the saga of St. Andrew is tied up mainly with his bones--his relics.
Again, traditions about the relics themselves are varied. One story holds that when the Emperor Constantine founded the great capital city he named after himself and wanted to style it "The New Rome," he sought some of St. Andrew's bones. His son Constantius moved what he could get to Constantinople in 357. The family theory was, "if Rome thinks it's so important because it has the bones of St. Peter, won't it be even more impressive to have the bones of the man who brought St. Peter to Jesus in the first place?"
What connects St. Andrew to Scotland is a fifth or sixth century story which features a Greek monk named Regulus. Regulus was in charge of guarding the part of St. Andrew's bones that had not migrated already to Constantinople. God appeared to Regulus in a vision and told him to get on a ship and sail until he was told to get off. God told him to disembark at a Pictish settlement which was at present-day St. Andrews in Scotland. Tradition says that Regulus brought along one of St. Andrew's teeth, an armbone, a kneecap, and some fingers.
The Turkish conquests in the fifteenth century and the Protestant Reformation in the sixteenth disturbed the separated parts of St. Andrew. His Scottish relics were lost or destroyed during the Presbyterian takeover there; other relics, including his head, migrated to various sites in Italy. The Archbishop of Amalfi later sent a piece of St. Andrew's shoulder blade to Scotland when Roman Catholicism was reestablished there.
Pope Paul VI seemed to take special interest in the relics of St. Andrew. He returned the saint's head to the Greek Orthodox Bishop at Patras in 1964. Then in 1969 he sent some remaining relics of St. Andrew to St. Mary's Roman Catholic Church in Edinburgh, with the message, "St. Peter gives you his brother."
Our task tonight relative to St. Andrew is to thank God for his life and for the many ways in which his example and his bones have influenced the church, the nation of Scotland, and the Commonwealth of Virginia. Let us pray the dying words of St. Andrew may be on our own lips as well.
"Accept me, 0 Christ Jesus, whom I saw, whom I love, and in whom I am.
The Collect: O Most merciful Father, who hast blessed the labours of the husbandman in the returns ofthe fruits of the earth; We give thee humble and hearty thanks for this thy bounty; beseeching thee to continue thy loving-kindness to us. that our land may still yeild her increase, to thy glory and our comfort; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
The Epistle: St. James 1: 16 - 25
The Gospel: St. Matthew 6: 25 - 34
