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One of the most consistent storylines in the Bible is what we might call "smart Jew makes it big in the Gentile world." Think of Old Testament Joseph - sold by his brothers into white slavery in Egypt, Joseph rebounds to become the chief administrative and financial officer in the Egyptian empire -answerable only to Pharaoh himself.
Then think of the wily Queen Esther - chosen in a nationwide beauty pageant to be the consort of the Persian emperor, Esther exploits her physical charms and her considerable brain power to protect her Jewish people from a holocaust of ethnic cleansing.
It isn't even too far-fetched to see Jesus, in a rather larger way, as typical of the same pattern. He is the Jewish messiah - the fulfillment of specifically Hebrew prophecies -- yet he becomes the God of the most pervasive world-wide religion in hwnan history.
Tonight I want to consider another Biblical character who follows the same pattern - Daniel, the fourth Major Prophet in the Hebrew Bible. Born in Israel, Daniel is deported to Babylon in the sixth century B.C., and his life extends into the next great epoch of Middle Eastern History - the dominance of Persia.
Daniel's book contains several familiar scenes - first his preservation in a den of lions and then the episode of the mysterious writing on the wall, which condemns an imperial host at his own banquet. Daniel was a visionary - a dreamer, much like Old Testament Joseph. And it is Daniel to whom we credit the Old Testament prophecy of the Ascension of Christ which we celebrate this evening.
Tonight's epistle and gospel - both written by St. Luke - tell the story of the Ascension from the earthly end of it - the blastoff point, if you will. Jesus and his disciples go out to Bethany on the Mount of Olives, and Jesus takes off up, up, and away into a cloud in the sky.
But Daniel's prophecy gives us the view of the Ascension from the other end. He sees the conclusion of what begins on the Mount of Olives. Daniel reports his vision of the conquering hero returning from battle to receive a crown and other spoils from the proud king who sent him out.
The proud king is, of course, God the Father. Daniel refers to him as the "Ancient of Days' - the old one. Jesus is called the "Son of Man" - the human one.
Let me quote this wonderful passage to you in the incomparable King James Version: (Daniel is speaking) "I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of Days did sit, whose garment was white as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool: his throne was like the fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire. A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him: thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the judgment was set, and the books were opened...
"I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of Man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of Days, and they brought him near before him. And there was given him dominion and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed."
So from Daniel's prophecy, we conclude that the endpoint of the Ascension is the acknowledgement and coronation of Jesus as ruler over the entire universe. He has gone away from home to fight the enemy. He has prevailed. Now he has returned to accept the spoils of his victory.
It will not be clear to the whole universe that Jesus is her true king until the end of all things -- when God recreates everything in Christ. But God has given us something of great significance to accomplish while we wait for the news of the Ascension to percolate throughout creation.
He tells us to pray, "thy kingdom come." That does not mean only, "Hurry up and come back so we can go to heaven," it also commits us to acknowledge Jesus as the ruler of the only place over which we have any control, which is our own hearts. To celebrate the Ascension properly is to enthrone Jesus as our own king.
We create his kingdom in our hearts quite simply by asking him to help us think what he would have us think, and say what he would have us say, and do what he would have us do. Just as a journey of a thousand miles begins with one step, so the spread of the dominion of Christ begins in each and every human heart.
St. Paul tells us, "And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him that put all things under him, that God may be all in all."
The Collect. Grant, we beseech thee, Almighty God, that like as we do believe thy only-begotten Son our Lord Jesus Christ to have ascended into the heavens; so we may also in heart and mind thither ascend, and with him continually dwell, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen.
The same Collect, Epistle, and Gospel shall serve for every day after, unto the next Sunday, except upon the Feast of St. Philip and St. James.
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