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TRINITY XV, October 1, 2000
This morning's gospel is a long section from the Sermon on the Mount. Jesus is making a series of points about what human existence is like and about how a person who claims to believe in God should conduct his life. The passage in the tradition of much of the wisdom writing in the Old Testament. Here Jesus sounds very much like the King Solomon who wrote the Book of Proverbs.
A moment ago we heard the commandments; "Thou shalt have none other gods but me," and "Thou shalt not worship any graven image." In practical terms, what your god is is the factor in your life upon which you base your decisions. The thing that most often determines what I think and what I say and what I do is my god.
What those first two commandments mean is that if you are claiming to be a believer, you should determine what you think and what you say and what you do by what you think the God of the Bible wants you to do. To use anything other than what you believe God's will is as the determining factor is to commit idolatry. 
If we are honest with ourselves, we will admit that factors other than God's will often determine our behavior—things like the drive for power and control and the need for security and recognition and the welfare of our families. Those things are not necessarily bad in and of themselves, but putting any of them ahead of God's will leads to trouble.
Jesus observes that it is not possible to have two things be the most important—one of them is bound to win out. He says, "No man can serve two masters…ye cannot serve God and mammon." "Mammon" means "riches," and Jesus connects the desire for riches to the desire for material security.
Jesus is not saying that it is wrong to want material security. He is saying that the best way to guarantee material security is to trust God and obey him. He asks us what we think we mean when we call God "Our Father." If God is a dutiful and worthwhile father, the least he will do is be sure his children have food and drink and clothing. Jesus says, "Your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things."
So Jesus says, "Don't let your life be ruled by your anxieties about food and drink and clothing. If you try to do God's will, he will see to it that you do not want for any material thing that you need." He says, "Seek ye first his kingdom, and his righteousness; and all these things will be added unto you."
There are several ways to go about doing all this. One is to do God's will with respect to your money—that means to tithe—to give God back the first ten percent of all you get. He says he'll take care of you better with the ninety percent left over than you can take care of yourself with the whole hundred. Do you trust him? God takes care of the birds and the flowers, and human beings are far more valuable than birds or flowers are.
Another way to do it is to think about what you are saying when you recite the Lord's Prayer—which I hope you do at least several times every day of your life. When you say, "Give us this day our daily bread," do you think he is really going to do it, or do you think all the responsibility lies on you? The way God gives most of us our daily bread is to provide us with the opportunity and the ability to work. Do you know that that comes from our heavenly Father, or do you think it is your own achievement?
At the end of the passage Jesus warns us not to borrow trouble—not to worry our lives away being concerned about what is going to happen next. He says there is plenty to do today without wasting time worrying about what is going to come along tomorrow. "Be not therefore anxious for the morrow: for the morrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof."
Today—this moment—is the only bit of time over which we have any control at all. If we spend all of our time lamenting what happened in the past and worrying about what is going to happen in the future, we shall miss the opportunity to trust God now and to let him take care of us today.
St. Paul makes a similar point in Romans, when he writes, "All things work together for good to them that love God." If you strive truly to make God's will the focus of your life, you can be confident that he will take care of you—and that he will make all of the seeming madness and confusion in your life come out right. 
In another place Jesus directs a question to his disciples who are fathers. "If any of your children came to you to ask for bread, would you give him a rock? If he asked you for a fish, would you hand him a snake? If he asked you for an egg would you give him a scorpion?"
Unless we are dealing with impossible sadists, the obvious answer is, "Of course not." He goes on, "So if you who are far from perfect know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to people who ask for it?" 
If you want to learn to trust, you have to take a chance and trust.
The Collect: Keep, we beseech thee, O Lord, thy Church with thy perpetual mercy; and, because the frailty of man without thee cannot but fall, keep us ever by thy help from all things hurtful, and lead us to all things profitable to our salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Epistle: Galatians 6: 11 - 18 
The Gospel: St. Matthew 6: 24 - 34
