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All Saints' Day, November 2, 1997(Also Trinity XXIII)

Some years ago, when it was a little more fashionable, I became a fan of the writings of Marshall McLuhan. McLuhan was a Canadian professor who wrote about the impact media of information have on human existence -- radio, TV, movies, etc.. One of his most famous predictions was that in the future the world would become what he called a "global village." People everywhere would be connected to one another through technology -- so everybody would be able to communicate with everybody else as easily as if they lived in the same village.

With the coming of satellite television and the World Wide Web and e-mail, it is easy to see that McLuhan was on to something. We do have the possibility of a degree of interconnectedness that was unthinkable even just a few years ago. 

Marshall McLuhan was a devout Roman Catholic, and it always seemed to me that he got at least the seed of his ideas about the global village from a doctrine in the Apostles' Creed -- "I believe in the communion of saints." The communion of saints teaches us about the interconnectedness of the church. 

In the New Testament's definition, a saint is a baptized person -- a church member. The communion of saints is the community of saints. Every Christian is Connected to every other Christian at every time and in every place. By the power of the Spirit of God, we are just as connected to Christians of the third and eleventh centuries and to Christians in Asia and Africa as we are connected to the people in the next pew. 

The church-village is not only global, it also encompasses centuries of history. The Holy Catholic Church which is the body of Jesus Christ and the communion of saints is not limited by space or time. We are all in it together no matter where we are or when we are. So today's collect addresses, "Almighty God, who hast knit together thine elect in one communion and fellowship, in the mystical body of thy Son Christ our Lord."

In the Old Testament God promised Abraham land and many descendants. We get in on the promises because Jesus is a descendant of Abraham and we are part of his body. But the Epistle to the Hebrews points out that Abraham's Hebrew descendants never inherited everything that was coming to them. Instead, God looked ahead and saw the church. He wants all of us -- both the Jewish descendants of Abraham and us saints -- to get what he promises at the same time.

In today's remarkable epistle, St. John describes how that happens. All of Abraham's descendants are there -- both Israel and the church -- "a great multitude which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and peoples, and tongues."

The promised land turns out not to be just a plot of territory between the Mediterranean and the Jordan which we call "Israel." The real promised land is heaven. The glory of All Saints' Day is to look at the multitude in heaven and see your own face.

On All Saints' Day we think particularly about how wonderful heaven is going to be -- and how we are all going to go there together. If the thought of being in heaven with people you don't much like now bothers you, remember that what will make you sure it is really heaven is that you won't mind -- you'll actually be glad to see them.

C.S. Lewis advises us always to have our thoughts and our hearts set upon heaven, saying, "if you aim at heaven, you get earth thrown in. If you aim at earth, you get neither." Your faith in Jesus and your membership in the communion of his saints gives you this to look forward to:

"They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more, neither shall the sun light on them nor any heat, for the lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes."

All Saints’ Day 

The Collect: O Almighty God, who hast knit together thine elect in one communion and fellowship, in the mystical body of thy Son Christ our Lord; Grant us grace so to follow thy blessed Saints in all virtuous and godly living, that we may come to those unspeakable joys which thou hast prepared for those who unfeignedly love thee; through the same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Epistle: Revelation 7: 2-17

The Gospel: St. Matthew 5: 1- 12 

Trinity XXIII
The Collect: O God, our refuge and strength, who art the author of all godliness; Be ready, we beseech thee, to hear the devout prayers of the Church; and grant that those things which we ask faithfully we may obtain effectually; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Epistle: Philippians 3: 17 - 21

The Gospel: St. Matthew 22: 15 - 22
