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Easter Day, April 4, 1999 
God puts the most basic of all human questions on the lips of the Old Testament character Job. Job is meditating on the impermanence of human existence, in words we use for the same purpose at a Prayer Book funeral.
Job says, "Man that is born of a woman is of few days, and full of trouble. He cometh forth like a flower and is cut down, he fleeth also as a shadow, and continueth not." Job agrees that this life is precisely what the Prayer Book says it is--transitory--passing away.
Job finds more to be hopeful about in the cyclical processes of nature than he does in what looks like the doom of mankind, saying, "There is hope of a tree, if it be cut down, that it will sprout again, and that the tender branch thereof will not cease ... but man dieth and wasteth away: yea, man giveth up the ghost, and where is he?"
Then Job finally gets around to asking the ultimate question, "if a man die, shall he live again?" If a man die, shall he live again?
The Easter proclamation is that God's answer to Job's question is a resounding, "Yes." Jesus Christ who was dead and buried on Friday was alive again on Sunday--and not alive in some symbolic or spiritual or misty or filmy way--but risen out of his tomb in a transformed body.
His physicality after the resurrection shocked his disciples, so he had to eat a piece of broiled fish and then some candy in front of them to show that he wasn't just some sort of apparition or hallucination.
And then Jesus asked the disciples, "Why are ye troubled, and why do thoughts arise in your hearts? Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have."
Because we have been joined to Jesus' body in the sacrament of baptism, we have God's guarantee that what happened to Jesus is exactly what will happen to us. Jesus was born, we are born. Jesus lived, we live. Jesus died, if he doesn't come back first we shall die.
Jesus rose from his tomb in a transformed body, we shall rise from our graves in transformed bodies. Jesus went to heaven to be with his Father forever, we shall go to heaven to be with both of them forever. As St. Paul tells us this morning, "When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory."
Job asks, "if a man die, shall he live again?" The Spirit of God replies, "In Adam all die; even so in Christ shall all be made alive."


The Collect. ALMIGHTY God, who through thine only-begotten Son Jesus Christ hast overcome death, and opened unto us the gate of everlasting life; We humbly beseech thee that, as by thy special grace preventing us thou dost put into our minds good desires, so by thy continual help we may bring the same to good effect; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost ever, one God, world without end. Amen.
This Collect is to be said daily throughout Easter Week.
The Epistle. Colossians iii. 1.
The Gospel. St. John xx. 1.
