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Today's gospel comes from a section of St. Luke's gospel which sounds very much like the Sermon on the Mount in St. Matthew. Jesus is giving a series of recommendations about how to live—proverbs of a sort. In this morning's passage he is addressing the issue, "How should we treat other people?"
Now we know that Jesus' basic instruction on how to treat other people, is "Love your neighbor as yourself." To love in the Christian sense is to act for the good of the other person without calculating the impact that sort of activity will have on you. The supreme example of love is what Jesus did on the cross. He got nothing out of his suffering and death, but we got our sins forgiven and the promise of eternal life in heaven with God.,
What Jesus has to say to us today spells out what love is a bit more specifically. First of all, he says that God will treat you the same way you treat other people. God will hold you to the same moral standard to which you hold others. 
If you are critical of the details of another person's behavior, God will be critical of the details of your behavior. If you let other people's behavior get you so angry that you want to write them off and condemn them to hell, you run the risk of God's doing the same thing to you.
Does that mean we should have no standards at all as to what constitutes acceptable behavior? Of course not. If God wanted us to apply no standards at all to our own behavior or to the behavior of others, he would surely not have bothered to give us the Ten Commandments—or the commandment to love, for that matter.
Jesus is concerned about the spirit in which one applies the standards and draws one's conclusions. God applies his standards to our behavior, but he doesn't do it either to make himself feel good at our expense or to have a good reason to send us to hell.
God applies his standards to our behavior to get us to see where we have gone wrong and to give us the opportunity to admit our sins, say we are sorry, and then with his help do better. That is what Jesus means by the words, "Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful." 
Mercy does not mean calling wrong right or overlooking bad behavior. God wants to bring us to judgment about our bad behavior so we can turn away from it and be saved. We like to use another person's bad behavior not as an opportunity to bring him to repentance and salvation but as a way of making ourselves feel good by comparison. That is not how God acts, and it is not the way he wants us to act.
Jesus says we will give as we get. If we have truly experienced God's mercy, we shall want to extend the same mercy to other people. If we regard God primarily as the enforcer of impossible rules, we shall have the same attitude toward others.
Then Jesus throws in a brief parable which he directs toward the self-righteous teachers of the Jewish law. He suggests that they are blind, because they know nothing of God's mercy. They think they are perfect and have nothing of which they need to be forgiven.
If you don't know mercy, you cannot show mercy. So when they try to teach others, they are like blind people who are trying to lead other blind people around. Both the teachers and those whom they are trying to teach will wind up falling into the ditch.
Jesus concludes with another related and pointed lesson about our behavior toward other people. He is saying quite clearly that we are most inclined to condemn in other people the faults we cannot face in ourselves. That is why it is a good idea to look at people who are especially vehement against particular sins and ask if it is possible that this is a sin with which they cannot come to terms in their own lives.
Jesus says that that particular kind of judgmental behavior is like looking for a speck of dust in another person's eye while you ignore the log in your own eye. If we feel ourselves being drawn to condemn some aspect of another person's behavior, we should first look within ourselves for evidence of the same behavior. 
If we can see what it is that we are doing wrong ourselves and then do something to correct it, then we can look at the other person's behavior to try to help him correct it. That is far better than our natural inclination to attack, him, condemn him, and go away satisfied that we look pretty good compared to him.
In between being saved and going to heaven we still have to go through this life on earth. Jesus is trying to get us to see that it is better to use that time taking a hard look at ourselves than it is to spend all of our time taking a hard look at others. 
Our goal should be to repent of our own sins and help other people repent of theirs—not always to be on the lookout for reasons to fell morally superior. God is the most morally superior being there is, and he isn't interested in making himself look good at the expense of others. So, "Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful."
