Sermon Archive of The Most Rev. John T. Cahoon, Jr.
Metropolitan, Anglican Catholic Church

Advent II (Also called "Bible Sunday"),  December 10, 2000
The word "Advent" means "coming." In Advent, we consider the various comings of Jesus Christ. We look at those comings through the lens of the Four Last Things: Death, Judgment, Heaven, and Hell. Last week we considered Death. Today we consider Judgment.
The Advent collect makes it clear. At the last day, Jesus will come in his glorious majesty to judge both the quick and the dead. He came quietly the first time. Next time he will come in such a way that no one will miss it. Next time he is going to judge the living and the dead. Next time we are going to find out who ends up in heaven and who ends up in hell.
The lessons for this morning are, in light of this overall theme, really rather sunny in tone. In the epistle St. Paul tells us that if we read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest the Bible -- the Holy Scriptures -- then the Bible will comfort us with hope.
In the gospel Jesus talks about the horrible calamities that will take place in the sky and on the earth just before he comes again. But he adds, "Don't worry, be happy." When all these things start happening, don't go hide under the bed. Instead, look up -- lift up your heads. The end of the world means the coming of your redemption. When I come back, you are going to heaven. Why should you be scared at all?
The hopeful and positive spin that Jesus and St. Paul both place upon the coming end of the world certainly suggests that we are going to get through the judgment successfully. So what is the judgment going to be?
The judgment that Jesus will bring at the end of the world will be no different from the ones you are experiencing this morning. Perhaps you didn't know that you are facing judgment this morning. Let me tell you how it is happening.
You are judged, first of all, by the Summary of the Law. Jesus tells us that God's standard for our behavior is that we love him and love all our neighbors just as we love ourselves -- all the time, no exceptions. When you measure yourself by that standard, you experience God's judgment.
Then come the lessons -- the collect, the epistle and the gospel. Do you live up to that which the collect prays? Do you understand the epistle and the gospel enough to live by what they say? Measuring yourself by the proper lessons is a further experience of the judgment of God.
The most explicit judgment will come later on when I recite the conditions under which you can presume to come to the altar rail to receive Holy Communion. You have to repent of your sins, you have to be in love and charity with everybody else, and you have to intend to lead a new life.
The new life is the life you live in obedience to God's commandments rather than in slavery to your own self-centered whims.
That is what judgment is. The judgment at the end of the world is going to take place after an extremely dramatic light show and the raising of all the dead people out of their graves in new bodies, and it is going to be in front of the risen and ascended Lord Jesus Christ come back to earth in the flesh and on the clouds who is going to be looking you right in the eye.
The judgment in the end is going to take place under far more exciting circumstances than a quiet Sunday morning at a pretty little Virginia church with the comfort of padded pews and the lovely Prayer Book language -- but it is going to be fundamentally identical.
The question at the judgment is the same as the question the Prayer Book service asks, "Did you keep all God's laws perfectly?" The only honest answer is, "No. I did not." The judgment on everybody is the same. There is no way to escape the truth. St. Paul says, "All have sinned and come short of the glory of God." All. Even you.
We can not evade the judgment. The verdict on everyone is, "Guilty as charged." We can't say, "But look at all the good I did." We won't be allowed to blame it all on our parents, or our ill-advised marriage, or on the fact that we thought God didn't really mean it when he said to go to church every Sunday and pray and read the Bible every day. Our favorite rationalizations and self-delusions and denials are just not going to work.
The issue will not be, "Am I guilty?" You are guilty, let me assure you. The issue at the judgment will be, "Do you admit it? Are you sorry about it? Are you willing to accept the fact that the only way you can escape the consequences of God's guilty verdict is to say, "Jesus died for me. Jesus already took the punishment I deserve"?
That is what you are getting in practice for every Sunday, whether you realize it or not. We say it in the confession when we acknowledge that our bad behavior has provoked most justly God's wrath and indignation against us. And then we ask God for mercy, and we claim it with confidence "for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ's sake."
The judgment at the end will be like the judgment now. The way to find that out is to read the Bible and come to Bible class and pay attention to what is going on on Sunday mornings. You are here to get ready for the end. You are here to get used to facing the judgment of God.
The word "Advent' means "coming. In Advent we consider the various comings of Jesus Christ. We look at those comings through the lens of the Four Last Things: Death, Judgment, Heaven, and Hell. Last week we considered Death. Today we have considered Judgment.
The Collect. Blessed Lord, who hast caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning; Grant that we may in such wise hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that by patience and comfort of thy holy Word, we may embrace, and ever hold fast, the blessed hope of everlasting life, which thou hast given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
The Epistle: Romans 15: 4 - 13 
The Gospel: St. Luke 21: 25 - 33 
