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If you are roughly my age, you probably heard these words on the radio before you realized they were from the Bible: "To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven: ... a time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away..."
Ecclesiastes is weary of the world. He sees that human existence follows a pattern which he has no power to change. We accept his insight, and we go ahead to give it structure and to impose it upon ourselves through the mechanism of the church calendar--the liturgical year.
The calendar gives us times to prepare, and times to rejoice. There are times to learn, and times to celebrate. There are times to fast, and times to feast. There are times to abstain, and times to indulge.
Lent is a time to fast, a time to restrain, a time to discipline, a time to look soberly at ourselves and our relationship to the living God--a time to face seriously these words from the Epistle to the Hebrews, "It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment."
Are you ready to face God? Are you ready to hear his judgment upon your life? Are there not things you might do now to prepare yourselves--while you still have the chance?
God spoke to Adam and said, "In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou shalt return to the ground; for out of it wast thou taken; for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return."
"A time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted ... a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; ... a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing ... a time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; a time to love, and time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace ... a time to be born, and a time to die."
The Collect: Almighty and everlasting God, who hatest nothing that thou hast made, and dost forgive the sins of all those who are penitent; Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
This Collect is to be said every day in Lent, after the Collect appointed for the day, until Palm Sunday.
The Epistle: Joel 2:12-17
The Gospel: St. Matthew 6:16-21
