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January 6, 2000, Epiphany 
Even though this evening's Gospel is better-known and a bit flashier, I am really quite partial to the Epistle. It comes from St. Paul's letter to Effuses, and it explains both the meaning of the Epiphany of Christ and what St. Paul's special connection to the Epiphany is. 
Two delicious phrases in the King James Version stand out: first, "the unsearchable riches of Christ," and, second, "the fellowship of the mystery." The unsearchable riches of Christ -- the fellowship of the mystery. 
I hope you have noticed that the wise men have arrived safely at the crèche this evening after their long journey from the windowsills. Even though the focus of their visit is upon the suggestive gifts they bring baby Jesus St. Paul wants us to focus upon the gifts Jesus brings us-his unsearchable riches. 
It is not that we cannot search his riches,, it is that we can never search them out fully. We can never fully grasp them or appreciate them or understand them. The riches of Christ include the forgiveness of our sins, and reconciliation to God, and the promise of going to heaven to be with God forever. On Epiphany God offers the unsearchable riches of Christ to everyone. 
The "fellowship of the mystery" has to do with, dare I say it, the inclusiveness of God. The Epiphany -- the manifestation -- the showing up tells us that in Jesus everybody can become one of God's chosen people. From Abraham to Jesus chosenness was limited to Jews. Now chosenness is for everyone -- both Jew and Gentile. 
All the word "gentile" means in this context is "non-Jew." Jesus came to earth to make it possible for Gentiles to join the chosen people through baptism, and so become honorary Jews. 
St. Paul says the mystery is indeed "that the Gentiles should be fellow-heirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel." So the fellowship of the mystery turns out to be the Church where membership is available to Jew and Gentile alike. 
Jews were chosen first, Gentiles are chosen later. God gave St. Paul the task of preaching the mystery of proclaiming to the world that chosenness is for everyone. 
After we Gentiles have learned what the mystery is, the questions that lies before us are, "Do we accept the mystery? Do we want to join the fellowship?" Jesus says, "Many are called, but few are chosen." Gentiles have to ask ourselves, "Do we choose to be chosen?" God has shown now that he has chosen us. Will we now choose him? 
The Collect: O God, who by the leading of a star didst manifest thy only-begotten Son to the Gentiles; Mercifully grant that we, who know thee now by faith, may after this life have the fruition of thy glorious Godhead; through the same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
This collect is to be said daily throughout the Octave.
The Epistle: Ephesians 3: 1 - 12 
The Gospel: St. Matthew 2: 1 - 12 
