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St. Andrew's Day,   November 30, 2000
The connection between St. Andrew and Scotland is strictly post mortem. It would be most pleasant to stand here and tell you that ancient tradition tells us that St. Andrew preached in Scotland near the end of his illustrious life; that he evangelized and baptized the sophisticated savages who were there; that he used his shepherd's staff -- his bishop's crook -- to hit rocks among the gorse and heather for his amusement and in so doing invented the game of golf, and that after those exertions he drank single malt with his chaplain, that is, his caddie.
Ancient tradition is, however regrettably, not so creative. The connection between St. Andrew and Scotland is strictly post mortem. The bones of saints have been very important to believers for much of Christian history. That infatuation has not ended. Parts of St. Elizabeth Seton -- the first American saint to convert from Episcopalianism to Romanism -- are on sale just north of here. A friend of mine told me recently, behind his hand, that he has a hot relic connection in Rome.
The connection between St. Andrew and Scotland is strictly post mortem. Ancient tradition does tell us that some of St. Andrew's bones wound up in Constantinople in the fourth century. The Constantines were in a fevered competition with Rome for the title of "greatest city anywhere." They reasoned that if Rome had achieved her greatness, at least in part, because she housed the bones of Peter, why would their city not be greater still if they owned the bones of Andrew, who, after all, saw Jesus first and brought his brother Peter to him?
What remained of Andrew's bones stayed in Greece where he had been martyred, purportedly, on an x-shaped cross. An angel appeared in a dream to a monk named Regulus who was in charge of the bones and told him to set sail "towards the ends of the earth" until he got a further sign. The angel told Regulus to get off the ship at what we now know as St Andrews. Regulus built a church to house the relics and became the first bishop in residence there. Good Queen St. Margaret did much to popularize the cult of St. Andrew in Scotland during her medieval reign. The connection between St. Andrew and Scotland is strictly post mortem.
The importance of St. Andrew in the New Testament -- pre mortem, as it were, has to do with his call -- how he got hooked up to Jesus in the first place. St. John tells us that Andrew was a disciple of John the Baptist. When John saw Jesus walk by one day, he pointed to him and said, "That's the Lamb of God there." Andrew followed Jesus and later, as Constantine knew, brought his brother Peter to him with the simple words, "We have found the Messiah." We have found the Messiah.
Later, as the synoptic gospels tell us, Jesus called Andrew -- along with Peter and James and John the sons of Zebedee -- away from their nets and into the full-time ministry. He said, 'Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men." They did.
The Prayer Book calls our attention to Andrew's ready obedience to Christ's call, and his willingness to follow him without delay. It suggests that we should have the same readiness to give up our own selfish interests and follow Christ by obeying his commandments.
It is well and good to commemorate St. Andrew with haggis and smoked salmon and a dram of the national drink, but we should let all that lead us to want to be what St. Andrew was -- a man whose real interest in life was in doing what Jesus wanted him to do. The connection between St. Andrew and Scotland is strictly post mortem. The connection between St. Andrew and ourselves can change our lives.
The Collect: Almighty God, who didst give such grace unto thy holy Apostle Saint Andrew, that he readily obeyed the calling of thy Son Jesus Christ, and followed him without delay; Grant unto us all, that we, being called by thy holy Word, may forthwith give up ourselves obediently to fulfill thy holy commandments; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
The Epistle: Romans 10: 9 - 21 
The Gospel: St. Matthew 4:18 - 22 
